
 
 

Reminders, Refreshers, News and More! 
 

Spring is almost here…  
 

The spring equinox, also referred to as the vernal equinox, 
occurs on March 21st of each year, 
marking the first day of spring.   
 
This is when the axis of the Earth is 
tilted toward the Sun, increasing the 
length of daylight hours and the daily 
temperature.   
 
This significant warmth causes new plant growth to "spring 
forth", giving the season its name. 

 
Other important dates in March: 

 
St. Patrick’s Day—March 17— This holiday 
commemorates the death of St. Patrick, the 
patron saint of Ireland and the Irish.  He is 
best known for driving all snakes out of 
Ireland through trickery. 

 

Hope Online Profile: 
Annette Hunter 

A Brand New Start Learning Center 
 
Annette Hunter serves as a Hope Online mentor and as A 
Brand New Start’s Dean of Education. Ms. Hunter 
encourages cultural understanding and advanced 
opportunities for children through her dedication to 
education and her volunteer activities with various local 

organizations.   

Ms. Hunter has volunteered 
extensively for Excelsior 
Youth Center for Girls, Sistah 
Pride Conference, Family 
Homestead, F.A.C.E.S., 
Expanding the Visions 
Conference for Young Men, 
the Hispanic Association of 
Colleges and Universities, 
the Denver Black Arts 
Festival, the Pan African Film 

Festival, and other organizations.   

Ms. Hunter, a Certified Global Development Facilitator, 
received an Associate of Arts in Psychology from 
Community College of Aurora and a Bachelor of Arts from 
Metropolitan State College of Denver.  
 
She believes that you can never receive enough education, 
and encourages her students to “be the change they want 
the world to be.” 
 

Hope Online Boys Basketball  
 

Are you a high school student who loves b-ball?  Wish 
there was a Hope Online 
league you could play in 
with other Hope Online 
Students? �Hillcrest 
Academy & Park Hill Prep 
Learning Centers are 
forming Junior Varsity and 
Varsity teams.  If you 
would like to participate, 
tell your Learning Center mentor or director.  

The Hope Beat  Student Column 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to wri te 
articles for a magazine or a newspaper?  Here’s you r 

chance to find out! 

Hope Online is offering you the 
chance to write a column for the 
Student Newsletter!   

The Hope Beat will feature the 
writing of a different Hope Online 
student each month. 

Entries should be 200 words or 
less, and must be related to 
education or Hope Online. Please 
send entries to Theresa Solano at 
Theresa.Solano@HopeOnline.org by the 15th of each 
month, your column might be chosen for the next student 
newsletter.  The Learning Center with the most 
submissions, calculated as a percentage of total LC 
enrollment, will be awarded a pizza party.  
 

Hope Online Poetry Contest  
The deadline for the Hope Online 

Poetry Contest is March 31 st. 
 

Poems can be about to any 
subject—your experiences at Hope 
Online, your favorite hobbies, your 

friends and family, or just life in 
general.  Poetry does not have to 

rhyme and there is no word limit, but 
poems must be original.  

 
A winner will be chosen from each of four grade level 

categories (k-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12), and will receive a $50 gift 
card to their choice of Barnes and Noble, Sports Authority 

or Wal-Mart.  
 

Be sure to turn submissions in to your Learning Center 
Mentors before March 31st! 

Books of the Month  

Recommended reading for Hope Online students : 

(Grades k-3): Bones and the Math Test Mystery  by David 
Adler.  A young detective must solve the mystery of his 
missing math test or he will miss out on making the turkey 
cards with his class. 
 

(Grades 4-6):  The True 
Meaning of Smekday by Adam 
Rex.  After writing an essay 
about an alien invasion, a young 
girl soon finds herself in a race 
against time to save not only her 
mother, but the entire world! 
 

(Grades 7-9): The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain. 
This book chronicles the 
activities of a mischievous 
young boy growing up in the 
South after the Civil War. 
 

(Grades 10-12): A Raisin in the Sun  by Lorraine 
Hansberry. This classic play follows the trials and 
tribulations of a family living in a Chicago neighborhood 
who dream of moving away from their run-down tenement 
apartment.  
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